
Tricardia watsonii THREE-HEART

Hydrophyllaceae (Waterleaf Family)

Phenology:  flowering/fruiting period, April to May.

Management Responsibility:  BLM (AZ Strip Field Office, Kingman Field 
Office), NPS (Grand Canyon NP), private (historical record).

Notes:  Monotypic genus, distinguished by its strongly dimorphic calyx.  
Occasional, but inconspicuous, often growing under shrubs.

References:  Holland et al, 1979.  King, 1871.

Low, <12 cm, 
herbaceous 
perennial

basal leaves elliptic, 
entire, and cauline 
leaves reduced up 
the stem

calyx strongly dimorphic 
with three outer broad 
heart-shaped lobes and 
two inner narrow lobes

flowers 4-8 mm 
bell-shaped, white or 
cream, marked with 
lavender

fruit a compressed 
capsule



Habitat:  in Arizona, growing on gravelly 
slopes and sandy loam flats in Joshua 
tree woodland and creosote bush scrub, 

2,000-3,500 ft (610-1065 m) elevation.

Range: few, widely scattered 

localities in Mohave County; 

main range in Nevada and 
California. 
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